GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

ties in control of Germany today and even some of those who
are not in control are united in a very strong antitotalitarianism.

If we see it in that light, just imagine for a moment how em-
barrassed the Western Allies would be today if the Social Demo-
crats had made the race. In fact, they did not want to; I am
satisfied that, even if the Social Democrats had gotten the
plurality, they would have found a possibility of staying out of
the government. Furthermore, we got a strong government, far
stronger than we originally intended. It also meets our needs,
because we need a strong German government, first of all, in
order to provide the necessary cohesion in the face of the dis-
ruptive influences of three zones of occupation; and do not make
a mistake about it, the Germans are in an extraordinarily strong
position because they have one government while they are deal-
ing with three. Second, we got a government which is all set to
act against communism. That goes into the details of the consti-
tution. And, third, we got a government which is as stable as
any gadgets and tricks of constitution-making could possibly
make it. And that also is certainly in our interest.

If we turn to the German viewpoint and to the German in-
terests in the situation, I have to change my figure of speech.
From the German viewpoint the birth of the constitution was
the result of an artificial insemination, a cesarean operation,
and in between the fruit was borne safely and inaccessibly in
the womb of German tradition. It is a very real baby, with all
the legislative powers which influence the life of the individual
in Germany, with all the administrative power which goes right
into the individual German's home> and with power to make
policy decisions of far-reaching significance.

On the German side there were several issues which are worth
mentioning. The first was the conflict between the established
representatives of Germany, namely, the ministers-president,
whom we regarded as the only democratically established
authorities, and through whom we worked, and the German
parties, which were a far more significant political reality and
through whom the Germans wanted to work. On the German
side the whole constitution-making process was a tug-of-war
between the ministers-president, who represented an authority
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